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Devoting my time exclusively to
mathematical research and Aiki practice

Childhood training to recognize what is real from what is not

Fortunately, I had good teachers, not only in mathematics, but also in
bujutsu, and my father was partly responsible for this. In any event, there was
an incident that made a lasting impression on me. When I was in the first
grade of elementary school, I told my father I wanted to learn to play the
xylophone. Then, my father, without warning, took me to meet Mr. Eiichi
Asabuki who was a famous xylophone player who often played on the radio.
At that time, most homes did not have televisions.

His students were all adults and were waiting their turn to receive
30-minute lessons. The students played with such speed that I could not even
see the two mallets hit the xylophone well.

My image of the xylophone was completely different. I was so surprised
even though I was a child. However, at that time, I was rejected because I was
too young to learn.

After that, I went to a different teacher to learn the xylophone, but the
level of the teacher was completely different. Since I met a true teacher first,
I lost my enthusiasm for learning the xylophone and stopped taking lessons.
On that occasion, I learned the importance of choosing a good teacher in
any field. This was my father’s way of thinking;

The following episode occurred around the time when I was in
kindergarten or the first grade. I asked my father to buy me an illustrated
children’s book on butterflies. He bought me the most expensive book on
the subject published by Hoikusha titled "An Illustrated Book of Japanese
Butterflies." I was really impressed by the fact that it was not a book for
children.

I was so glad that I looked through the book many times. Finally,

when I was in the second grade, I became a fanatic about the subject and
remembered 200 species of butterflies and could even recite everything about
them without looking at their photos. My school friends probably thought
that I would become an entomologist.

I now believe it is important to meet extraordinary people and have
rich experiences during one's childhood. The nature of such individuals is
completely different whether or not you really understand it. Experiencing
such people leaves a deep impression beyond understanding,

Another childhood memory I have is of my father often telling me stories
of martial arts’ masters when he helped me with my bath. My father would
say, "That martial arts expert is really amazing! He’s cutting down the enemy

1" T would remark how admirable he was. I

as soon as he comes to attack
yearned to meet such a martial art expert. If I think of it now, I believe that
is the origin of my interest in martial arts.

Since I was of the opinion that you should seek out the highest-level
person in any field, as a 6th grade elementary student I visited the late
Yoshihiko Kurosawa Sensei of the National Science Museum who was the
author of "Butterflies of the Wotld" published by Hoikusha.

He gave me special permission to freely enter the museum from the
rear entrance and I often visited him. He showed me many specimens of
butterflies kept in the back area and explained all about them. Looking back
now, I think it was extremely kind of him to have done such a thing for an
elementary school student.

When I entered junior high school, Kurosawa Sensei recommended that I
start researching moths. He told me there were many people doing research
on butterflies because they are more beautiful, but only a few studied moths.
He mentioned that there are ten times the number of species of moths and 1
might have a chance of discovering a new one.

Kurosawa Sensei took me to the Moth Association, the predecessor to the
Japan Moth Society, and introduced me to the members. I engaged in serious
research on moths while a junior and senior high school student.

However, one night, I went to collect moths on Mt. Mitake together with
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